CONCEPTION OF MATTER          [ CBL

This also disapproves the view that Ipara is attributeless.
Then again, it may be asked: What about the frutis
-which directly speak of the 'Paramdtman as aftributeless?
To this it is said that the fruits speak of the Paramdtman
as such only to prevent the possibility of the devotees
becoming attached to the various A/parJas belonging
to the 'Paramdtman which would only drag them back
to the world and be an obstacle in their way to the
final liberation169.

(2) About the number of qualities possessed by
Ipara there is a difference of opinion between the Nyaya
and the Vai^esika systems. According to the Vai^estkas,
Ipara possesses the ordinary qualities of number, dimen-
sion, separateness, conjunction and disjunction, and the
specific qualities of consciousness, desire and effort.170
But Qridhara does not accept this view171. He further
notes that others, however, hold that to God belongs
unobstructed intelligence alone which constitutes His
creative power through which alone the activities pro-
ceeding from desire and effort are also performed.
Hence, according to these people, God does not possess
these two qualities. In other words. He has only six
qualities in all172. Although Cridhara attributes this
view to others, yet he himself appears to have accepted
it where he speaks of Ipara as the substratum of six
qualities173.

But then there is another difficulty. Pra^astapada
clearly says that due to the desire of Mahepara creation
and dissolution take place174. While commenting upon
this, (^ridhara does not say anything and silently ac-
cepts the presence of desire in Mahecvara. Again, Ud-
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